On home stations the rate is 10, and the average on the whole is 16. We have inquired whether some improvement might not be made in the food of the seamen, and also in the ventilation of the berths.
We have had a Committee sitting some time, and the result is that the Admiralty have resolved to make every possible effort to improve the ventilation of the ships. Everybody who has been on board ship in the lower deck, will know that the atmosphere is sufficiently bad to provoke almost any kind of disease, especially phthisis and fevers, as has been shown by the returns from the Mediterranean fleet. We propose, therefore, in the large ships of the line, to reduce the complement of men from 880 to 800; in large frigates, from 570 to 5IOJ an(l in the small frigates from 350 to 310. I advert to this merely to say that the principal reason for reducing the complement of seamen is that the ventilation maybe improved. With 
